
Welcoming our Board of Directors

2022 - 2026



Our Board of Directors is 
changing. Our mission, vision 
and values remain the same.

Fort Chipewyan Métis
Swearing-in Ceremony

March 26, 2022

5:30 pm dinner
7:00 pm ceremony
Special guest Judge Ivan Ladouceur
Dance to follow



Our Mission

Our Vision

Our Values

Through pro-active approaches to opportunity, 
we preserve and promote our Métis culture.

A strong, independent, acknowledged, and united 
community, providing self-sustaining opportunities 
while maintaining and presenting our cultural identity 
for present and future generations.

Unity | Cultural Pride | Credibility | Transparency | Respect

Executive Director’s introduction

Sincerely,
Tammy Riel  |  Executive Director

The past couple of years have presented many new 
challenges for the Fort Chipewyan Métis people and I really 
feel that our Board of Directors has been instrumental in 
guiding us through those tough times with hope and humour.

They have also achieved many great things for our 
community including establishing our Apeetogosan Elders 
Society, working with other local Nations on the new 
community school and progressing with work on our Métis 
Centre of Performing Arts.

I know that our new Board of Directors will continue this hard 
work, while also forging their own way in the coming years.

I am immensely proud of all that we have achieved and all 
that we will achieve with their help.”

“I am excited to introduce our new Board of Directors, a diverse team of old and new faces bringing 
experience and enthusiasm in equal measure. I am proud to see many generations and perspectives 
represented in our new team. They bring a diverse set of skills and knowledge to the table and are truly 
representative of our incredible community.



President

Kendrick Cardinal
Kendrick has previously served two terms with the board, 
one as Vice President and one as a Director of the Board. 
Kendrick is also one of two elected councillors for Ward 2 
covering Fort Fitzgerald, Fort McKay and Fort Chipewyan.

During his term as President, Kendrick is committed to 
completing the Association’s credible assertion, through 
the Alberta Government’s Métis credible assertion 
process, to ensure the rights of the Fort Chipewyan 
Métis people are recognized and protected. He is also 
committed to completing the Association’s Elder care 
centre and cultural centre.

Kendrick was born in Big Point and lives in Fort 
Chipewyan. He believes in maintaining traditional Métis 
values, ceremonies and land-based ways of living.Meet your

new Board



Director and Elder

Barb Hermansen
Vice President

Judy-Ann Cardinal
Barb Hermansen was born in Fort Chipewyan and 
raised on the Athabasca River, which is where she 
settled to raise and homeschool her own children 
for many years, teaching them to survive in the bush 
while living on the trapline.

Today, she lives in Fort Chipewyan and is a proud 
Indigenous knowledge holder and land-user who 
enjoys passing on the old ways to children and youth. 
She is currently teaching her great-grandson Cree, 
the language she was raised to speak and the Seven 
Sacred Teachings: truth, respect, love, humility, 
courage, honesty and wisdom.

Barb’s priorities during her second term as a Director 
of the Board include advocating for education and 
trades for Métis youth.

Judy-Ann has lived most of her life in Fort 
Chipewyan, raising her five children, working in 
education and volunteering her time to run baseball 
and soccer programs for youth. She is a land-based 
learning educator, teaching trapping and moose 
hunting to high school students, and she believes 
in community-run education for Fort Chipewyan 
students.
 
Judy-Ann’s priorities during her term as Vice 
President include continuing to improve local 
education, supporting Fort Chipewyan’s youth 
with land-based learning and sports programs and 
improving community housing and healthcare.



Director

Kurtis Girard
Director and Elder

Marina Stewart
Kurtis Girard was born in Fort McMurray and raised 
and schooled in Fort Chipewyan. He spent his early 
adulthood commercially fishing in Lake Athabasca 
and trapping in winters before moving into the oil 
industry, where he has worked for the past 20 years. 
In 2008, Kurtis earned a diploma in Resource and 
Environmental Law from the Saskatchewan Institute 
of Applied Science and Technology.

Kurtis hopes to use his knowledge and experience 
to support the Board in improving relations with 
the oil sands sector and advocating for stronger 
environmental policies to protect the land and 
waters of the Fort Chipewyan Métis.

Marina Stewart was born in Big Point and moved 
to Fort Chipewyan when she was 19 years old. 
Marina is passionate about passing on bush skills, 
trapping, hunting and fishing and teaches her 
own grandchildren to scale fish, dry meat and call 
moose. She believes that land-based education is 
as important to Métis youth as classroom-based 
learning.    

Marina also believes in keeping the Cree language 
alive as a way to connect children and youth to 
their culture and heritage.

Marina hopes to help her fellow community 
members in any way she can during her time as a 
Director of the Board.



Director

Georgina Cardinal
Director

Caroline Powder
Georgina Cardinal was born and raised in Fort 
Chipewyan. She has worked for the Athabasca Delta 
Community School for 37 years and has worked in 
education for more than 40 years.

Georgina is a traditional hide tanner, sewer and 
beader and has previously taught Indigenous 
crafting including Mukluks, Moccasins, gloves and 
beaded jewellery.

She believes in protecting and passing on Métis 
culture, from crafts to land-based survival skills. 
She also believes in fairness in representing her 
community. This will be her second term as a 
Director of the Board.

Caroline Powder was born in Saskatchewan and 
moved to Fort Chipewyan as a young girl. Over the 
years, Caroline has given back to her community by 
working for Nunee Health Board and the Kahkiyow 
Keykanow Elders Care Centre. Outside work, she 
enjoys hunting, Ski-Dooing, camping and fishing.

Caroline’s priorities during her first full term as a 
Director of the Board include advocating for better 
healthcare for members by attracting healthcare 
staff, including midwives and nurses, to the 
community. She also wants to protect members’ 
rights and help create a safer, more harmonious Fort 
Chipewyan for her grandchildren to grow up in.



A special thank you to the past and present 
leaders who guided us to where we are today

“The Fort Chipewyan Métis Association Board of 
Directors is the foundation for the Fort Chipewyan 
Metis people. They must bring harmony and balance 
to their work. They must work together, cooperate, 
bring pride to their leadership and make their 
community proud. It takes a team of people with 
heart and compassion to lead well and put the 
needs of the people first. Sometimes our leaders 
have to make difficult decisions, decisions for the 
people and not for themselves. This must always 
be done in honesty and truth. With good intentions 
come good deeds.”

Kendrick Cardinal (current)

Cameron McDonald

Fred Fraser

Lloyd (Sonny) Flett

Charles Fraser

Edith Fraser

Delores Ladouceur

Peter (Peachy) Ladouceur

Frank Ladouceur

Kurtis Girard

Barbara Hermansen

Marina Stewart

Caroline Powder

Judy Ann Cardinal

Georgina Cardinal

Blue Eyes Simpson

Tamera Ellingson

Dana Wylie

Fred Fraser

Cameron McDonald

Sara Loutit

Tiffany Cardinal

Lorraine Cardinal

Kendrick Cardinal

Charles Fraser

Gabe Bourke

Tommy Clarke

Maureen Clarke

Wendy Nelson

Larry Paquette

Peggy Bourke

Maureen Hansen

John Michael

Craig Campbell

Ross Campbell

Vitaline Flett

Mildred Woods

Our apologies for any mistakes or missed individuals.
If you notice an error, please advise our team so that we can correct it moving forward.

Words of wisdom
from The Honourable
Judge Ivan Ladouceur,
our special guest

“My mother used to say Wîcihowin, 
which means help everybody.”
  
- Judge Ivan Ladouceur

Presidents Board Members




